VENDE" MIAIRE

produced in me by the moral state of the country, and by
the habit of running risks. . . .

[JOSEPH, i, 141. Joseph Fesch was Napoleon's mother's half-brother,
by her mother's second marriage with Francis Fesch.]
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'WHIFF OF GRAPE-SHOT

TO JOSEPH BUONAPARTE

PARIS, October 6, 1795, 2 a.m.

AT last it is all over. My first thought is to give you news
of myself. The royalists, organised in Sections, were becom-
ing more aggressive every day. The Convention gave orders
that the Lepelletier Section should be disarmed. The troops
sent to do this were repulsed. Menou, it was said, was a
traitor. He was at once dismissed. The Convention appoin-
ted Barras to command the armed forces of the Government:
the Committees chose me as second in command. We
disposed our troops. The enemy attacked us at the Tuileries.
We killed a large number of them. They killed 30 of our
men, and wounded 60. We have disarmed the Sections, and
all is quiet. As usual, I haven't had a scratch.

[CORRESP., i, 72. In the troubles culminating on the *i3th vende-
miaire' the Le Pelletier Section led the attack on the Convention and
the 'Two-thirds Decree.' Paul Barras, afterwards the Director, was one
of the Defence Committee of the Convention.]

FIRST NIGHT

TO JOSEPHINE DE BEAUHARNAIS

PARIS, December, 1795.

I AWAKE all filled with you. Your image, and the intoxica-
ting pleasures of last night; allow my senses no rest. Sweet
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